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PREFATORY NOTE. 


PROJECTED CHANGE IN THE BASIS OF THE PERIODICAL, 


Our objects in starting the FoREIGN EVANGELICAL REVIEW 
were chiefly these:—(1.) To furnish British readers with a 
selection from the many valuable papers that from time to 
time appear in the Denominational Quarterlies of the United 
States, and which, without some such medium of publication, 
would be seldom or never heard of among us; thereby (2.) To 
add another to the agencies already in existence (but all too 
few) for the cultivation of the higher departments of Theo- 
logical Literature, and the counteraction of that spirit of 
Scepticism so prevalent in the various fields of religious and 
scientific inquiry; and further, (3.) By an exhibition of the 
sustained and powerful part borne by our Transatlantic 
brethren in the very struggles against Romanism on the one 
hand, and Rationalism on the other, which are raging at our 
own doors, to draw more closely the bonds by which a com- 
mon origin, a common faith, and a common liberty conspire to 
unite us,—especially when mutually exposed to the assaults of 
a sleepless enemy, who, seeing that Britain and America form 
the key to the supremacy of the world, is straining every nerve 
to reduce both under his dark and deadly domination. 

The cordial manner in which the successive Numbers of the 
Review have been greeted by the newspaper and periodical 
press, and the large circulation—unprecedented for a work of 
the kind—which it has already attained, convince us that in 
endeavouring to accomplish these objects we have not been 
unsuccessful, and afford us ample encouragement to proceed 
with our undertaking, introducing such modifications and 
improvements as experience and the kindly interest of friends 
may suggest. And we have to request the special attention 
of our Subscribers to one important modification which has 
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been urged upon us by so many correspondents that we have 
resolved upon its immediate adoption. It concerns the intro- 
duction into our pages of a proportion of Original Articles. 

_ Exception has been taken to the present basis of the Review 
on two different grounds: Some friends have urged that by 
occupying the field with a large and cheap Quarterly of exclu- 
sively foreign production, we render the establishment of a 
home periodical of a kindred class and character all but im- 
practicable, and that thereby we seriously discourage the 
growth of a native school of Theological Literature. Others, 
and these chiefly country ministers, intimate that the Review 
would suit their tastes, and especially their circumstances, 
much better than at present, did it, by the addition of a few 
Original Articles, together with short critical notices, and the 
literary intelligence of the Churches, keep them fully abreast 
of the current religious literature of the day. Such informa- 
tion they are compelled either to want altogether, or to seek 
elsewhere, at a cost which most of them are little able to 
bear. 

The validity of these grounds of objection we fully admit, 
and all the more readily that both of them occurred to us 
when projecting the Review. Our sole reason for confining 
ourselves at first to the foreign basis, was that we entertained 
a doubt whether the somewhat higher price which the intro- 
duction of original matter would necessitate, would not lessen 
the probabilities of its success. Now, however, that the change 
has been suggested and approved by many friends, and that 
the Review occupies so favourable a position, we have recon- 
sidered the whole matter, and have to announce as the result, 
that the original features above mentioned will be introduced 
into the periodical—the title of which will henceforth be 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN EVANGELICAL REVIEW; 


AND QUARTERLY RECORD OF CHRISTIAN LITERATURE. 


In making this announcement, we have simply to request at- 
tention to various matters of detail which it embraces :— 

First, Let it be particularly noted, that the space devoted 
to articles from American and Continental sources will not 
be greatly reduced. The Review will be enlarged to such an 
extent as to secure that it shall be as varied and vigorous in 
its Foreign department as at present. 
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Second, The Original department will consist of several 
Articles in each Number, besides shorter Critical Notices of 
New Books,—a feature of the work to which great attention 
will be given. A correspondence is also being instituted with 
parties in America and the Continent, which will secure the 
earliest and most authentic information as to all literary un- 
dertakings in either hemisphere. 

Third, The great additional increase in the cost of produc- 
tion which the supply of suitable original matter and the 
enlargement of the periodical will occasion, necessitate, of 
course, an increase in its price. The Publishers, accordingly, 
have fixed on Three Shillings and Sixpence as the future price 
of each Number—a charge far from proportionate to the esti- 
mated increase on the cost, but which they hope will ultimately 
prove sufficient when the evident improvements on the work 
shall have secured for it a corresponding increase of support. 

With these explanations we commend our remodelled un- 
dertaking to the many excellent friends who have hitherto 
manifested so warm an interest in its welfare, and request the 
continuance of their kindly offices on its behalf. We are con- 
fident that the projected changes will but enable us to bring 
out more fully and effectively those characteristics of the work 
of which they have expressed so cordial an approbation, and 
thereby render it even more worthy than hitherto of the great 
ends to which it is devoted. 


N.B.—In order to afford adequate time for carrying out the 
new arrangements, the next Number will not be published till 
the first of March next (instead of Ist February). The future 
dates of publication will thus be—1st March, June, September, 
and December. 


Epinsureu, October 25, 1852. 
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[ We have been requested by various friends to give the names of the authors 
along with the articles as they appear. Our answer to this request has been 
and is, that in our Prospectus we undertook only to give the names along with 
the Contents of the Volume, and that we cannot well do more. Some of the 
American Quarterlies do not announce the names of the writers, which can 
thus be ascertained only by correspondence with private sources; and cor- 
respondence involves delay. We might, indeed, give the names so far as 
known to us, reserving the others for the close of the Volume; but this would 
involve a departure from the uniform aspect of the work, a disadvantage for 
which the communication of fragmentary information of this sort would 
scarcely compensate. ] 


W. R. WILLIAMS, D.D. 
The — Principle in our Literature.—(First published in a separate 
form. 

[Dr Williams is minister of a Baptist Church in New York, and, as a . 
thinker and writer, is reputed facile princeps of his denomination in America. 
He suffers much from poor health, and on this account his works are not so 
numerous, nor his public influence so frequently exerted, as might be wished. 
He has recently sent forth two vols.—one, “ Lectures on the Lord’s Prayer,” 
and the other on “ Religious Progress”—which have been republished in 
this country in Collins’ Series. His other publications consist chiefly of Ser- . 
mons and Addresses. ] 


JOHN PROUDFIT, D.D. 
Catholicism and Inspiration. —(From Biblical Repertory for July 1851). 


[Dr Proudfit is one of the Professors in Rutgers College, the highly 
respectable seminary in connection with the Reformed Dutch Church.] 


pay tree) — ConpvucTors oF THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY AND 
° aa s , a Princeton REVIEW. 

J. W. ALEXANDER, D.D. 

1. German Church History —(From Biblical Repertory for July 1850.) 

2. Theories of the Church.—(From Biblical Repertory for January 1846.) 
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3-5. The Theology of the Intellect and that of the Feelings —(From Biblical Re- 
pertory for October 1850, April 1851, and October 1851.) 
6. The Arnaulds.—(From Biblical Repertory for October 1849.) 
7. Grinfield’s Apology for the Septuagint—(From Biblical Repertory for 
October 1850.) 
8. The Mosaic Legislation—(From Biblical Repertory for January 1848.) 
9. The True Test of an Apostolical Ministry —(From Biblical Repertory for 
April 1851.) 
10. University Education —(From Biblical Repertory for January 1847.) 
11. Goold’s Edition of Owen.—(From Biblicat Repertory for April 1851.) 


[ We regret that we are not at liberty to give a more particular indication 
of the authorship of the numerous papers that proceed from this collective 
source. A communication from America, with which we have been favoured, 
intimates that “ they [the Conductors] have never been in the habit of attach- 
ing their names to their articles, and are unwilling now to doso.” As above 
stated, however, “the Conductors” of the Biblical Repertory are Dr Hodge 
and Dr J. A. Alexander of Princeton, and Dr J. W. Alexander of New York. 
And if our readers ascribe the purely Theological papers in the above list 
to the first of these honoured names, the Biblical and Critical to the second, 
and the Historical and Miscellaneous to the third, they will run little risk 
of mistake. Dr Hopce has a European as well as American reputation. 
His “ Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,” and his ‘‘ Way of Life,” 
have been, for years, among our household books—while his professorial 
labours at Princeton, and his numerous papers in the Repertory, have raised 
him to a place in the first rank of living divines. “ He is,’ writes a re- 
spected American friend, “ the most calm and philosophic reviewer and 
theologian on this side the Atlantic.” Drs J. A. and J. W. ALEXANDER are 
(we need scarcely remind the reader) brothers, sons of Dr Archibald Alex- 
ander, for so many years the pre-eminent light of the Presbyterian Church of 
America, and who, after a ministry of sixty years, entered on his rest about 
twelve months ago. Their mother, who followed her partner only a few 
weeks since, was the daughter of James Waddell, the celebrated blind 
preacher, whom Wirt so eloquently sketched in his British Spy, and whose 
name is perpetuated in Dr J. W. Alexander. Jonn Appison ALEXANDER 
stands in no need of introduction to the British public. His work on Isaiah, 
although but recently published, is already a standard, and in the hands 
of every Biblical student. James WappELL ALEXANDER, though not so well 
known among us, is an able and accomplished divine, and one of the most 
popular preachers in America. He has published anonymously numerous 
volumes for the young—more recently (with his name) an admirable little 
work on Family Worship, which our Publishers are about to issue in the 
Christian’s Fireside Library; and several of the most lively and interesting 
papers in the Repertory are also from his pen.] 


TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D. 
Spirit of the Old Testament.—(From Biblical Repository for January 1850.) 


[Dr Lewis is Professor of Greek in Union College, New York. He has 
distinguished himself in the departments of Philosophy and Classical Criti- 
cism; and has also rendered important service by several disquisitions in 
illustration and defence of Scriptural Ethics, as against the spurious philo- 
sophy and philanthropy of the Socinian and Universalist schools.] 


REV. —— RIGGS. 


Was Solomon the Author of FEcclesiastes?—(From Biblical Repertory for 
January 1852.) 


[Mr Riggs recently left America as a Missionary to Greece.] 
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REV. W. H. MOORE. 


1. The Unity of the Human Races.—(From The Methodist Quarterly Re- 
view for July 1851—slightly abridged.*) 

2. Morell’s Philosophy of Religion—(From The Methodist Quarterly Review 
for July and October 1850.) 

3. William Penn.—(From The Methodist Quarterly Review for January 
1852.) 

[Mr Moore is a Presbyterian minister in Richmond, Virginia. He isa 
young man, and has not as yet published any thing larger or more elaborate 
than the above articles. A friend writes, “ He is a ready and fluent preacher, 
and, when in the seminary at Princeton, gave fine promise.”] 


JOHN FORSYTH, D.D. 


Ccolampadius and the Reformation at Basle—(From Biblical Repertory for 
April 1851.) 
(Dr Forsyth is Professor in the Associate Reformed Seminary at Newburg. 


“He was educated in Scotland, and is an able man and an accomplished 
scholar.”] 


REV. W. H. GREEN. 


Keil on Joshua.—(From Biblical Repertory for January 1850.) 

{Mr Green is Professor of Biblical Literature in Princeton, and one of the 
most rising men of the American Presbyterian Church. His advancement 
has been rapid. He graduated at a very early age at Lafayette College, 
Pennsylvania, and was appointed tutor of Greek and Latin in that institu- 
tion when he was only fifteen years old. When eighteen he was chosen 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics. Thereafter he studied at Princeton, 
and as soon as he had graduated was appointed Assistant Teacher of He- 
brew there. Subsequently he became pastor of one of the most important 
congregations in Philadelphia, from which, after a two years’ ministry, he was 
called last year by the General Assembly to the Chair which he now occupies.] 


EDWARD ROBINSON, D.D. 


The Resurrection and Ascension of our Lord.—(From Bibliotheca Sacra for 
February 1845.) 


[This clarum et venerabile nomen requires no introduction at our hands. Dr 
Robinson is doubtless well known by his literary labours to all our readers, 
and, in connection with his repeated visits to this country, must be known 
personally to many of them. By his “ Researches in Palestine,” his “ Gospel 
Harmony,” and his “ Greek Lexicon of the New Testament,” together with 
his professorial labours, and numerous and invaluable contributions to the 
periodical literature of the United States, Dr Robinson has accomplished more, 
perhaps, for the interests of Biblical scholarship than any other living divine. 
It will gratify our readers to learn that Dr R. has recently spent some months 
in the East, with the view of prosecuting his “ Researches,” and issuing them 
in a complete and final form.] 


REV. H. B. HACKETT. 
Strauss’s Life of Jesus.—(From Bibliotheca Sacra for May 1845.) 


{Mr Hackett is Professor of Biblical Literature in Newton Theological 
Institution’(Baptist). A critical Commentary on the Acts, recently published 
from his pen, is highly spoken of.] 


* As a general rule our intention is to give the selected articles entire. But as, for 
evident reasons, this is not always either possible or desirable, we wish to be left at 
liberty in this respect. We trust, however, that none of our readers will find occa- 
sion to complain of the exercise of our editorial discretion; and, of course, when 
an article is abridged, we shall take care that the reader is duly apprised of the fact. 
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CONDUCTORS OF THE NEW ENGLANDER. 

4 Trench on the Study of Words.—(From New Englander for August 1852.) 

Sources of the American Population.—(From New Englander for August 
1852.) 

[The New Englander is an able and spirited Quarterly, published at New- 
haven, and, as the name suggests, is intended to serve (in its ecclesiastical re- 
lations) as an exponent of the New England Theology, so called. It con- 
tains, however, many literary and miscellaneous papers, on which it will 
be a privilege occasionally to draw. Dr Leonard Bacon and the Rev. J. P. 
Thompson (both personally known and esteemed among us), are among the 
chief contributors. ] 


GEORGE B. CHEEVER, D.D. 


Life and Writings of John Foster.—(Slightly abridged from Biblical Re- 
pository for January 1847.) 

[Dr Cheever is pastor of a Congregationalist Church in New York, and 
is perhaps as well known on this side the Atlantic as any living American 
writer. The subjects of his volumes and their treatment have been alike 
popular, so that numerous editions of all his books have been issued. His 
article on Foster has excited considerable attention in America, and is deemed 
one of his ablest efforts. ] 


The Fragment entitled Plagiarisms from Pascal is taken from the Methodist 
Quarterly Review, and the article on Mormonism from the Christian Examiner. 
We are “ far as the poles asunder” from the theology of this latter periodical; 
but the article in question is confined to a simple narrative of facts, which, 
we observe, several esteemed contemporaries in America have commended as 
a’fair and accurate account of the origin and progress of this last and lowest 
of religious (?) impostures. 














